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fection till that greatest of colorists, Time, has toned down the often too brilliant 

hues, softening all 
with an exquisite 
shade of yellow gray, 
giving to good tapes- 
try a "quality" no 
other form of decora- 
tion can attain to. 

Some few, very 
few, pieces of Gobe- 
lins were sold. To- 
day one can, in theory, 
order a piece of Gobe- 
lins tapestry and pay 
for it in advance, but 
as all government 
work takes precedence, 
the chances of seeing 
the piece ordered in 
the usual space of a 
single life are so in- 
finitesimal, that few 
there are who care to 
take the risk. 

Charles E. Dana. 




TAPESTRY 

> the Pennsylvania Museum 

(To be concluded.) 
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THE AUSTIN COLLECTION OF ARMS 




Mounted Bronze Cannon of the Sixteenth Century 



The valuable collection of arms and armor belonging to Mr. Samuel H. 
Austin, has been placed on exhibition in the Museum, filling two large cases. 
Many of the pieces are unique, while the majority reveal the most exquisite 
work of celebrated artists in damascening, inlaying, carving, enameling and 
lacquering. 
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are two finely decorated 




Among the numerous gems of this collection 
French bronze cannon, twenty-seven inches long, 
which are here figured. The following description, 
taken from the printed catalogue of the collection, 
will convey some idea of their artistic workmanship: 

"Of the 16th century, with their gun carriages. These 
cannon are decorated in high relief with figures in the 
style of Germain Pilon, and were probably executed from 
his design. A female figure holding a laurel branch 
stands on a trophy of arms; beneath is another standing 
on a pedestal, and lastly, a figure of Mars and the in- 
scription VICTRY in a cartouche. 

"Several cannon of this same design and size are in 
existence. One is in the Musee dArtillerie in Paris, one 
in the Musee de Cluny, one in the collection of the late 
Sir Richard Wallace, and there was a damaged one in 
the Londesborough Collection, but none of these have the 
cartouche inscribed VICTRY. 

"It is probable that this pair was made as a present for - 
Queen Elizabeth, and the cartouche with the English in- 
scription added to the mold. The shape of the cannon 
clearly indicates 1560-90 as their date. 

"From the Baron de Cosson Collection." 

One of the most artistic and valuable pieces in 
the collection is a rapier. The following description 
is taken from the catalogue: 

"The hilt of russet steel, cylindrical pommel, flat 
knuckle guard and quillons swelling slightly at the end, 

and double bars, entirely chiseled in high relief with Unmounted, show 

equestrian encounters ; on the reverse a grotesque mask and leaf ornaments. 

grip; the blade, 41 inches long, four sided 
and trebly fluted, inscribed with the names 
of the twelve apostles — Philippus, Jacobus, 
Bartholomeus, Mathias, Simon, Thadseus, 
Peterus, Paulus, Johannes, Andreas, Thomas. 
Jacobus. The ricasso inlaid with an ar- 
morer's mark in gold, a mounted warrior; 
the hilt chiseled by the masters FRANZ and 
PAUL, of TORGAN, in SAXONY, who 
for such a hilt received a sum equal to £100 
present money. 

A triple wheel-lock dag, the pro- 
genitor of the modern revolver, of about 
1600, is also noteworthy. The three 
barrels are of bright steel partly fasceted, 
bearing the armorer's mark, K. It has 
triple wheel-locks with curious rosette 
triggers and safety catches. 

The collection includes numerous 
examples of exquisitely inlaid wheel- 
lock guns and arquebuses, flint-lock 
guns and pistols, all gems of workmanship of past centuries. 

The oldest piece in the collection is a bronze dagger with ivory handle 
found at Thebes and supposed to date back to 1700 B. C. 

We regret that our limited space prevents the description and illustration of 
other beautiful examples in this collection. 



ing Reliefs 

russet wire 




RAPIER 
Chiseled Design in Wrought Iron 



